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ERIC ILL
About 20 years ago, Eric M. ILL from West Barnstable, MA began his experience with Special Olympics, Massachusetts (SOMA).  He won several medals in the swimming competitions and even made it to state games at Boston University.  To this day at age 37, Eric has been able to participate in other sports since he has retired from swimming.  Fishing is one of his favorite sports because he can “always catch some fish” according to Eric.  Last year he participated in a Special Olympic Fishing Tournament in Rock Harbor, Orleans, MA where he won a trophy for the most fish caught in the male division.  He will be entering into the same competition this year, where he can hopefully put his skills to use and win another trophy to add to his collection.


Eric has been able to experience a few different sports with SOMA, and continues to try out new activities.  He joined a local Cape Cod horseback riding program this past fall, where he continued to enjoy horseback riding with his favorite horse, Flash.


Eric has many hobbies outside of SOMA.  When he’s not fishing or horseback riding, you can probably see him riding around his neighborhood on his lawn tractor, working out at the gym, or visiting the fire station in West Barnstable where he used to volunteer and work.  Eric also enjoys playing with his dog Georgia, listening to all different kinds of music, and playing computer games.


When asked about his favorite moment with SOMA, Eric said that it was when he attended Eunice Kennedy Shriver’s funeral.  Eunice Kennedy Shriver was the founder of Special Olympics and was a leader in the worldwide struggle to improve and enhance the lives of individuals with intellectual disabilities for more than three decades.  Mrs. Shriver peacefully passed away at her Cape Cod home on August 11, 2009.  SOMA athletes, including Eric were invited to attend her funeral service.  Eric wore all nine of his medals that day.  At the burial site, SOMA athletes were invited to cast their medals over Mrs. Shriver’s casket to be buried with her.  Some athletes did not have any medals, so Eric gave up 5 of his own to some athletes without any.  He felt bad they did not have their own, because he can get more, and is such a kindhearted person to do such a thing.  

Eric will be continuing his passion with his involvement with SOMA, whether it is fishing or horseback riding, this talented athlete will be sure to add more medals and trophies to his collection in the future.
